
	
API Spain - Student Visa FAQs 
 
What is a student visa? 
A visa is an official stamp or seal that is affixed to the inside of the passport before a student’s 
departure from the United States. The visa allows students to study in Spain for periods of 90 
days or longer. The student visa must be presented at the point of entry into the Schengen 
countries. A visa can only be granted to students by the consulate if they supply the proper 
documentation regarding the purpose of their stay (i.e., academics) and proof of housing, 
insurance and financial support.  
 
Is a student visa required for U.S. citizens? 
Student visas are required for students whose time of study in Spain will be 90 days 
or longer. If student’s time of study is less than 90 days, they will not be required to 
obtain a visa for their stay in Spain. It is the responsibility of the student to obtain a 
student visa before their departure. Students can either apply for a visa independently 
(make their own appointment and appear in person at the consulate) OR they can take 
advantage of API’s visa processing service, which allows API to appear at the 
consulate on their behalf.   
 
All students intending to study in Spain for more than 180 days will be required to 
obtain a “Certification of absence of police records.” How do I obtain a background 
check with the Apostille of the Hague? 
 
Students have two options for fulfilling this requirement: 
Criminal History Information/Police Background Check (Programs over 180 days). 
Must be verified by fingerprints. It cannot be older than 3 months from the application 
date. The certificate must be issued from either:  
 
a) State Department of Justice. Criminal History Information/Police Background Check 
(from all the States where applicant has lived during the past 5 years). Legalized with 
the Apostille of the Hague Convention by the corresponding Secretary of the State. 
(Students should perform an online search of “Criminal Background Check” with their 
state of residence to get instructions on how to obtain the Background Check). 
 
b) FBI Records, issued by the US Department of Justice – F.B.I. Legalized with the 
Apostille of the Hague Convention by the US Department of State in Washington DC.  
 
Local Police background check will not be accepted.  
 
You must also get a police record from the countries where you have lived during the 
last 5 years.  
For the Apostille of The Hague Convention in the US, please visit:  
http://travel.state.gov/content/travel/english/legalconsiderations/judicial/authentication
-of-documents/notarial- and-authentication-apostille.html 
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What if a student has dual citizenship in a Schengen area country? Do they need to 
apply for a student visa? 
Students who hold a passport from a Schengen area country do not need to apply for 
a Spanish student visa. The Schengen area country passport must be valid through 
the end of their session in Spain. EU citizens staying beyond 90 days must obtain a 
registration certificate at the Oficina de Extranjeros or local police station. 
 
Where are the Spanish consulates located in the United States?  

• Boston 
• Chicago 
• Houston  
• Miami 
• Los Angeles 
• New York  
• San Francisco  
• Washington, DC 
• Puerto Rico 
 

How do students determine the consulate at which they are able to apply? 
Each consulate has jurisdiction over specific states. Students must apply for a student 
visa at the Spanish Consulate, which has jurisdiction over the state in which they 
reside or attend school. To verify the consulate at which a student is eligible to apply, 
refer to Spain’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation’s website:  
http://www.exteriores.gob.es/embajadas/washington/en/embajada/pages/consulates.aspx 
 
Does a student have to appear in person at the consulate to obtain a student visa? 
At this time, all Spanish consulates allow study abroad advisors as well as parents 
and/or custodians to apply on behalf of the student as long as certain requirements 
are met. Given the possibility that the consulate may deny the request for someone 
other than the student to apply on their behalf, it may still be required that the student 
appear in person themselves.  
 
Can students mail visa applications directly to the consulate?   
No, students must present their visa application in person or by legal representative.  
 
Do students need an appointment to drop off visa applications? 
All Spanish consulates require an appointment with the exception of those in Miami 
and Washington, DC. Appointments can be made through each individual consulates’ 
website.  
 
What type of visa should be applied for?  
Students should make an appointment for a student visa only and not any other type 
of visa. Student visa applications will not be accepted with any other type of 
appointment.  
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Can a non-US citizen apply for a student visa through a consulate in the U.S.? 
At this time, most Spanish Consulates in the United States allow non-U.S. citizens to 
apply for student visas provided their F-1 visas will remain valid before, during, and 
after their study abroad session. Students can also provide a valid Permanent 
Resident Card.  
 
What does the process of applying for a student visa entail? 
While most student visa requirements are similar from consulate to consulate, 
students must check their consulate’s website for the exact requirements. The API 
Visa Processing Coordinator can provide API Spain students with a visa checklist for 
each consulate, with the exception of Puerto Rico.  
 
What is the fee for a student visa? 
The student visa fee is $160 for U.S. passport holders. For non-U.S. passport holders, 
students must check their consulate’s website for the exact fee.  
 
Is batch processing (a single institution submits visa applications on behalf of its 
students) possible? 
Yes, Spanish consulates will allow API to appear on behalf of our students, with the 
exception of Houston, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico. Additional requirements 
will apply if choosing this service. 
 
What is API’s visa processing service? 
API offers a visa processing service to API students who are within the Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, and San Francisco jurisdictions. This means 
that API has made arrangements with each consulate to submit visa applications on 
behalf of our students. If students choose to utilize this service, they do not have to 
worry about securing an appointment with their local office or having to appear in 
person. This service is completely optional except for New York students.  
 
How can students participate in API’s Visa Processing service and how do they find 
out more details? 
Eligible students whose application to study abroad with API is in progress or who 
have been accepted to an API study abroad program will receive weekly email 
notifications with visa processing instructions. Students who are not eligible for API’s 
visa processing service will receive a student visa checklist that will include a step-by-
step guide for filling out the visa application. If a student does not receive an email 
and would like more information, they can contact the API office at 512-600-8900. 
 
What does API’s visa processing service cost?  What does it include? 

Cost: $185 for API’s visa processing, plus $160 visa fee assessed by the Spanish consulate 
 
Visa Processing service includes: 
• Expert review of submitted visa materials along with individually customized feedback 

regarding any corrections needed. 
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• Assistance with completing and ensuring accuracy of the visa application and all 

supplemental information required- this saves time and money from not making multiple trips 
to the Consulate! 

• Submission of the visa application to the Spanish consulate on the student’s behalf-this 
eliminates any need to worry about securing an individual appointment with the consulate, the 
cost and inconvenience of traveling to the consulate independently, etc.  

• Return of processed visa/passport documents by FedEx (otherwise the student must appear 
in person for pick-up). 
 

Why do API’s visa processing deadlines fall before the regular API program application deadline? 
In order to allow sufficient time to issue visas and to reserve appointment times later in the 
semester for individual applicants, many consulates assign appointments for batch processing 
early in the fall/spring application season. This can sometimes require API’s deadlines to 
participate in the visa processing service to fall before the program application deadline. 
Therefore, students who want to take advantage of the API’s visa processing service are strongly 
encouraged to apply to their chosen program as early as possible. 
 
How long does it take for a visa application to be processed and when should students apply for 
one? 
Typically, consulates can take up to 4-8 weeks to process visa applications. Once accepted into 
an API program, it is strongly recommended that students make an appointment to apply for a 
visa as soon as possible. Students can make an appointment and apply for a visa up to three 
months before their departure date. 
 
Does the consulate offer an expedited service? 
No, at this time Spanish consulates do not offer an expedited service. Therefore, it is encouraged 
for students to apply for a student visa as early as possible.  
 
What if an appointment at the consulate is not available in time for a student’s departure? Is it 
possible to secure an earlier appointment? 
It is recommended that students electing to apply for a student visa independently make an 
appointment as soon as possible. The Spanish consulates receive an overwhelming amount of 
visa applications each season and appointments fill quickly. Students should secure the earliest 
open appointment, then check regularly for any cancellations. When there is a cancellation, an 
earlier appointment time will become available. API recommends that students check multiple 
times per day for any openings as cancellations occur regularly.  
 
The consulate requires evidence of financial means during a student’s stay. Will the consulate 
accept API’s acceptance letter as proof? 
Unfortunately, the Spanish consulate cannot accept API’s acceptance letter as proof of financial 
means. The consulate needs to see proof that the student will have funds available for personal 
expenses while they are in Spain. Students should check their consulate’s website for information 
about what can be accepted to meet this requirement. 
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Can a student travel internationally before their departure date? 
It is highly advised that students do not schedule any international travel before the API program 
start date. There is no guarantee for the early return of a passport.  
 
Can a student keep their passport while the visa is being processed? 
Some consulates will allow students to keep their passport while the visa is being processed. 
However, they must present their passport to pick up their visa in person. Students will need to 
check their local consulate to confirm if this is possible and make arrangements.  
 
What if a student is currently participating in a study abroad program overseas and cannot 
present their passport? How do they obtain a student visa? 
Students currently abroad are typically permitted to have their legal guardian present their visa 
application for them by including a certified color copy of their passport. The student must be 
present to pick up the visa and will be required to present their original passport at that time. The 
consulate needs to see the student at least once. A student can also make an appointment for 
when they return from abroad, if there will be sufficient time for the visa to be processed in 
advance of their next departure date. All arrangements must be made with their consulate in 
advance.  
 
Can a student’s passport and visa be returned by mail? 
Students who choose to participate in API’s visa processing service will have their visa and 
passport returned to them by FedEx or USPS. For independent applications, most consulates will 
return the passport and visa by mail if the student provides a pre-paid express mail envelope with 
their visa application. Students should check their consulate’s website for the preferred mail 
carrier as not all consulates accept pre-paid envelopes from all carriers (i.e. FedEx, UPS, USPS). 
  
Can a student extend their visa once abroad? 
Unfortunately, students cannot extend their visa once they are abroad. The student must return 
to the United States to obtain a new visa for the extended session.  
 
What if I’m traveling before the program?  
Do not enter Spain prior to the start date on your visa! If you enter Spain as a tourist prior to your 
visa start date, your visa will not automatically switch to your student visa. You will need to leave 
the country and then return to Spain to activate your stay with your student visa.   
 
Can a student travel after their program end date or once their student visa has expired? 
Spanish Consulates advise that a student is allowed to travel in the Schengen area (outside of 
Spain) as a tourist for up to 90-days within a 180 day period. If you would like to travel around 
Spain after your visa expires, you need to leave Spain and re-enter as a tourist. However, while 
this is a Spanish regulation, it may not be the case with other countries surrounding Spain. 
Therefore, students are encouraged to get more information about the places they intend to 
travel prior to leaving Spain.  
 
What does “multiple entries” mean? 
A multiple entry visa will allow students to travel outside the Schengen area and re-enter multiple 
times within the period of validity of the visa.  
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What if a student who will be studying for longer than 180 days is issued a student visa for a 
period of 90 days? 
Students who are studying in Spain for more than 180 days will be issued a visa for 90 days with 
multiple entries. Once in Spain and no later than 30 days after their arrival, students must request 
a Student Card at the local police station. This will allow students to stay in Spain for the duration 
of their studies, as well as travel in and out of the country. Students must present the original 
medical certificate and background check to the local police when soliciting the Student Card on-
site. API Resident Directors will assist students with this process once they arrive in Spain.  

 
 

 
 

  


